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Doctor Sacheverells Defence, 
I 


LETTER 


TO A 


Member of PARLIAMENT. 


Honoured Sir, 


4 Weſtminſter-hall, you may poſſibly 
= have taken Notice of Two very 
Famous Ones, (eſpecially for Untruths,) 
the One Entitled, A True Anſwer to Dr. 
Sacheverell's Sermon, &c. and the other 
Dodor Sacheverells Recantation. 


\ Mongſt the many Pamphlets that 
| A lye ſo thick upon the Compters in 


| Theſe Two make a great Noiſe, and the 


Party cry them up as unanſwerable. 
When I read Two or Three Pages of. 
them I was amaz'd to find the Authors, 


(who I judged were Perſons of tolerable 
Learning and Senſe,) ſo far abandon'd to 
their Paſſions and Intereſts, as to have no 


VU 
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manner of Regard to Truth, or common 


Honeſty, in the Writings they ſo audaci- 
ouſly publiſh to the World. 

I thought at the ame Time it was pity 
ſuch Cheats and Impoſtures ſhould be 
tolerated without ſome Noticetaken of them. 


And finding that Nobody had made any Reply 
to them, I could not but think it might do 


ſome Service to the Publick (to undeceive 

the unwary,) by beſtowing ſome few Re- 

marks upon them 5 
The other little Pamphlets againſt the 


Doctor are ſcarce worth the Hawkers La- 
bour. But theſe being written by the 
Champions of the Party, deſerve ſome Ob- 
ſer vations to be made upon them. 


The Worthy Doctor (when he is en- 


| larg'd ) I hope will give all his Adverſaries 


an unan{werable Anſwer: For he can beſt 


do that hirnſelf. 


The firſt comes out under the Title of 


A Trae Anſwer, and in the Margin of the © 
Title Page retorts upon the Doctor this 


Paragraph of his Sermon -— Why do they 


pelt he» with more Blaſphemous Libels, and 


Scurrilloas Lampoons, than ever were publiſh'd 
in Oliver's V/arpatior. 


Dr. 
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n "£m, 4 PR N 


e 
Dr. Sacheverells Sermon, Nov. 5. 1709. 


This Paſſage of the Diſſenters preſent. 


Behaviour towards the Church, this Male- 
_ pert nſwer applies to the preſent Behavi- 
dur of the Church towards the Diſſenters. 


An eaſie Way truly of anſwering Sermons. 
This is juſt like the Humour of a Fawd, 
who (to be thought as Vertuous as her 


Neighbour) returns her Home in her own 
Language, and thou art a Whore, This is 


more like jumbling of Words, crackling 
of Thorns, Noiſe and Flame, than what 


the Anſwerer (in his ſtrain'd Eloquence) 


pretends to find in the Doctor's Sermon; but 
what immediately follows in this Anſwerer 


is moſt intollerable, viz. his Malicious, 
_ Unchriſtian Suggeſtion of the Doctor's 
ill Life and Converſation. This is acting 
Satan, the Grand Liar and Accuſer, with as 
Witnels. Well, his ungels will do to 
Chriſt's Miniſters what the Devil did to 


Chriſt himſelf. It is certainly one of the 
greateſt Sins a Man can commit to invent 
Lies of an Innocent Perſon. It is finning as 


it were with a Cart-rope, as the Prophet e x- 


preſſethit, The Man muſt be a Reprobate 
that can commit fo foul a Sin: Bid Defiance 
to his Conſcience, and Religion, and Hu- 
118 A 3 manity 


ö 
manity. This is wounding a Man in his 
moſt Tender and Senſible Part. The In- 
jury that is done to a Perſon's Reputation, 
by telling and publiſhing a Scandalous Lie 
of him, is irreparable: For ſuppoſe the 


Liar {hould have the Grace to recant, 


_ {which is ſeldom his good Luck, ſome will ſti 
believe him, not knowing of his Recantation. 


And therefore ſuch a Reprobate, as our An- 


{werer is, were he to {wing by his Neck 
for the Injury he has done the Doctor by 
this Babarous Suggeſtion, cann't make him 
Sufficient Reparation. 


It is Happy the Doctor's Life is ſo 


well known to have been ſo Regular and 
Exemp':ry, that this Slanderer could not 


have done his Cauſe greater Diſſervice than 
by raifing ſuch a Report. When the Dif- 


ſenters are at any Time preſt hard by 


Arguments, then they fall to Railing, and 


ren to the Old Pretence of Purity and 


Strictneſs, the Common Cant of all Sects 


in all Times; not that they themſelves are 
generally, and in reality, any better than 


other Men, only they wou'd ſhewa fair 


Outſide ar leaſt, and be thought ſo. 

But this Man was in the Gall of Bit- 
terneſs: God grant he may repent him of 
this Unaccountable Sin, that the Iniquity 


of his Heart may be ſorgiven. 
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Aſter this Scandalous Kind of a Preface, 


he proceeds to traduce the Doctor guilty 


in his Sermon of Impropriety of Speech, 
Nonſence. Impertinence, Lies, and what 
not? He was aware of the Saying, —throm 

rear deal of Dirt, and ſome will #ick. 
Well But to prove Impropri iety of Words 


and Phraſes upon him, he quotes Page the 


Fifth, where we read [Conclave of Jeſuits, ! 
which this Anſwerer thinks ſhould have 


been more properly [Congregation of Jeſuits.] 
Now let me tell him, there is juſt the 
ſame Difference between the Term Con- 
clave] and [Congregation of Jeſuits] as there 
is between a C 5 and a [ Meeting of © 


Schiſinaticts J. A Man that is ſinking, and 


has nothing to hold him up above Water, 


with catch at Reeds and Bulruſhes. The . 


| Anſwerer does not produce, under this Head, 
ſo much as One Sentence that is impro- 


per, nor indeed impertinent, although he 
is ple ssd to ſay, That to preach againſt 
Schiſm on the 5th of November, is to mock 
God, and to deceive the People. 
What? Was it mocking of God to ſay, 
(as the Doctor did,) That they were met 
together that Day to praiſe God for the 
Mercies of it? Was it to deceive the Peo- 
ple to forewarn them of the Danger of 
King- killing Principles, and to ſtand as much 
14 upon 


1 

upon the Guard againſt Schiſm as againſt 
„ „ 
What Difference, I pray, is there be- 

tween a Deluded Diſſenter and a Deluded 

Papiſt? And if both be dangerous to our 


Church and State, why may not a Sermon 
on the 5th of November be as ſeaſonable 


againſt the one as againſt the other? 


The Diſſenters will not allow us the ſame 


Liberty they take themſelves. They call 
us at all Times Idolaters, Papiſts, Jacobites, 
and the Worſt of Names; and yet if we 


ſay but a Word in our own Defence, we 
muſt be preſently called Perſecutors and 


Diſturbers of the Publick Peace, and at 


their Furious, Inſtigation muſt be treated 


accordingly. 


O! But ſay their Friends, it is unſeaſona- 


ble to meddle with them now we are en- 
gag'd in War with a Formidable Enemy 


Abroad, and therefore we ſhould endea- 


vour to keep all quiet at Home. 


Now, Sir, the Diſſenters know too well 


(without being told) that it is the Nation's 
Intereſt to be at Peace with them. And 


it is their own Intereft (if they would 
conſider it) to be at Peace with us And 
we ſolemnly declare we {ſhould be glad 
to be at Peace with them upon Reaſona- 
ble Tems. But if they will make Advan- 
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5 tage of this War, and take this Opportu- 


nity to carry on their Deſigns, in order to 
undermine us; if theſe Unreaſonable Men 
will abuſe the Government's Charity and 
Moderation towards them: Will fly in our 
Faces, and endeavour to turn us out of our 
Inheritanee, muſt we then fit ſtill, and let 


them alone? Muſt we ſtay till they be- 
come too ſtrong for us? If we do, I doubt 


we ſhall then pay Dear for our Moderation, 
and find them as Cruel Maſters as ever the 


Roman Catholicks were, 


They threaten us already with their 


Strength and Number; but it is all they 
can at preſent do, to ſhew their Teeth, and 


0 5 
This they do to frighten the Queen and 


Parliament to comply with their Extrava- 
gant Demands. ene 
But theſe are meer Bug bears. 


The Fly on the Coach- wheel fancies he 


| himſelf makes all the Rattle, and raiſes all 
_ the Duſt about him. But, Thanks be to 


God, we have more than Seven Thouſand 


in JI/rae! that have not bow'd to Baal. 


Their Number is not ſo formidable, altho 
it wou'd be happy for them and us if it was 
leſs. It is in this great City that the Peſti- 


lence rageth moſt. There are many Rich 


and Populous Towns in the Kingdom that 
ALS | | | | hav e 
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have not a Meeting-Houſe for any Sort of 
them; and ſome Counties too, that cannot 
make an Ordinary Congregation. And as 


for their Strength, it is well known the 


Generality of them are only Poor Mecha- 


nicks. The Rich here and there amongſt 


them are but of Yeſterday, ſprung. up (like 
Muſhrooms) in an Inſtant out of Nothing. 


And the Majority of theſe have neither Edu- 


cation, Learning, nor any Thing of Reli- 
gion, beſides Talk and Outſide. And tho' 


their Looks betray many of them to be of 


a Dogged, Obſtinate and Revengetul, 
Temper, they are not as yet ſo Strong, nor 
ſo Deſperate, as to dare openly to re- 
OL. Es „ 
On the other Hand, you may, Sir, aſ 


ſure your ſelf there are of the Church of 
England many Men of Noble and Loyal 
Extraction, of great Fortunes, Power, and 
Intereſt, Men of Merit, Religion, and Re- 
non, beſides the great Majority of our 
Gentry and Commonality , that will make, 
with the Inferior Sort, at leaſt Forty to 


One Diſſenter, of any One Particular Deno- 
mination : So that we need not be afraid of 


their Number and Strength, (with which 


they ſo often threaten us,) but truſt to 
the Captain of our Salvation, who has 


more than Ten Legions at his Command, 


that 


(11) 
that will be too many for Rebels (how 
numerous ſoever,) let them begin when 
they will. os 
For theſe Reaſons, if they be wiſe they 
will fit ill, and be content with what 
they at preſent enjoy with Peace, rather 
than provoke us to return upon them the 
many Injuries and Indignities they have 
offer d us hitherto with Impunit . 
But, Sir, to return: Would you know 
What it is that really galls them in this 
Sermon? Why truly, Sir, it is this; The 
Doctor endeavour'd to clear the Church of 
England of what the Papiſts falſly charge 
her with, viz. of being equally guilty 
with the Diſſenters of reſiſting and depoſing 
our Kings; ſo that now, ſay the Papiſts, 
the Church and Diſſenters both have 
laid aſide the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience 
and Non-refiſtance. No, ſays the Doctor, 
the Church of England did not depoſe King 
James Vi & Armis, nor ſettle the Crown 
upon the Prince of Orange upon® the Depo- 
ſing Power, but upon the Vacancy of the 
Throne. And I hope it will appear from 
the Parliament's Proceedings againſt the 
Doctor, that what he has told us, viz. That 
King William ſolemnly diſclaim'd the leaſt 
Imputation of Reſiſtance in his Declar ation 
is neither ſtrange nor abſurd, as our True 
Anſwerer would have it. Is 
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Ts this to be a Friend to the Papiſts, as 
theſe Sons of Slander repreſent the Doctor? 
What, to deprive the Diſſenters of the 


Depoſing Power? Alas! This is it; to con- 
vince them they muſt no longer reſiſt or 
rebel, (no, not for their Gain,) is a Thought 


that ſtrikes them to their very Heart. 
If the Doctor was the more Zealous at 
this Time of Day, had he not Cauſe? 


St. Stephen (though he loſt his Life for it)) 


thought it not unſeaſonable to tell the Jews 
to their yery Faces, they were the Betray- 


ers and Murderers of the Prophets, and 
of our Lord himſelf; Te Stiff-necked, ſays 


he, and Uncircumciſed in Heart, ye do always 


reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt 3, as jour Fathers did, ſo 


do ye. 


And now why may not ſuch a Severity 


be juſtifiable againſt Rebellion and King- 
killing Principles ? 3 1 


Is it not the Juſt Judgment of God up+ 


on the Diſſenters, the Curſe of Cain, the 
 Fuſt Murderer, for every one that finds 
them, whether upon the 5th of Novem- 
ber or the zoth of January, to have a Fling 
at them? 5 
And now the Dod or has prick'd them to 
the Heart, why do they not repent, with 
the Jews, at the Preaching of Peter, and ſay, 


Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do? But 
8 1 inſtead 
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inſtead of this they harden their Hearts, are 


Proof againſt all Arguments and Entreaties, 


and think of nothing more (when they are 
alarm'd) than of juſtifying their Rebellion 
and Schiſm. Why may nor then a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel endeavour their Converſion ? 
Why may he not in his Zeal for God's Glory, 


the Good of Souls, the Safety of the Church, 
Queen, and Kingdom, uſe Boldneſs and 


Freedom of Speech 2 —+ | 
Yea, woe be to him, and every Miniſter 
elſe, if he keeps Silence when it is his Du» 
ty to ſpeak. Rh 5 
In the next Place, the Anſwerer accuſes 


the Doctor of Nonſenſe, and to prove it 


he produces p. 8, where (by Miſtake) we 


have the Word Cwith, ] inſtead of [witboat,} 
now this might poſſibly be only the Printers 
Fault. But granting he found the Word ſo 
1n the Original Copy, was ſuch a Miſtake 
deſerving of ſo Critical a Remark, when 
the Author's Meaning might be ſo eaſily 


conceiv'd without it ? This 1s altogether 


Trifling and Ridiculous, and expoſes at 


once the Anſwerer's Folly as well as Ma- 
lice. Fo in 
He goes on after the ſame Rate, and 
wou'd jain prove the Doctor guilty of Falſ- 


hood, for ſaying the Gun-Powder-Treaſon 


is a Fact fo evidently acknowledged, the 


Papiſts 
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Papifts themſelves are ſo far from denying, 
that they extol it with the higheſt Panegy- 


- rick 3 Here, ſays he, the Doctor does not do 


the Papiſts Juſtice, (by the Way the Pa- 


piſts are now oblig'd to the Anſwerers Mo- 
deration towards them,) the Papiſts, ſays 


he, not only denied the Fact, but alſo condemn'd 


it as aVillavy, acted by a deſperate Party of 


Jeſuits; I thought the Jeſuits had been Pa- 
crore till now my Anſwerer tells me the 
apiſts had no Hand in the Gun-Powder- 


Plot, and that it was only carried on by 4 
Party of Jeſuits. This is either Nonſenſe er 
Contradiction, or both. And whereas he 


wou d inſinuate that the Gun- Powder-Trea- 
ſon was acted without the Privacy or Con- 
ſeat of the Papiſts, that is altogether Falſe. 


For ſure he can't but know that the Papiſts 


think it a Meritorious Work to Burn and 


Extirpate Bereticks, nay, and have the 


Popes Diſpenſation, Bleſſing, and Pardon, 
for it. Now if he and his Party don't 

think ſo themſelves, why do they charge 
and accule us of Perſecuting them upon the 
ſame Principles that we are Perſecuted by 
the Papiſts? Why do they ſay we Perſe- 
cute them for the ſame Reaſon that the Pa- 
piſts Perſecute us, viz, for Religion? We 
ſee the Diſſenters can Sail with every Wind. 


One while they ſay the Papiſts Burn, Perſe- 


cute 


0-153 | 
cute and Extirpate Hereticks upon Princi- 
ples, and now, when it afſects them, they 
tome and deny it, 
Another Inſtance the Anſwerer gives us 
of the Doctor's Falſhood is in P. 19, where 
the Doctor had ſaid, King William aiſclaim'd 
the leaſt Imputation of Reſiſtance in his Decla- 
vation, when ] dare be confident, ſays the An- 
ſwerer, this is the firſt Time the World was 
ever told of ſuch 4 Thing. Poor Man! as 
confident as heis, the World has been told 
over and over this; if he is deſirous of Convi- 
ction let him ſearch the Declaration itſelf, and 


Records,----and it may be he will find that to 


be true which he is now ſo confident is other- 
wiſe. He is confident with a Witneſs, and 
in an angry Mood tells us,— the Doctor 
aoth not now tell us any Thing but a falſe Story, 
Well! then it ſeems (by his own Confeſſi- 
on) the Doctor had told ſome Truths in 
the foregoing Pages, though they were pro- 
voking and unſeaſonable. And whereas he 
puts the Queſtion, - would the Nobility and 
Gentry have promiſed 10 aſſiſt the Prince in 
England, without preſuming they muſt reſiſt 
the King and all his Popiſh Army? J anſwer, 
the Majority of the Engliſb Nobility and 
Gentry, who invited the Prince over in thoſe 
Perillous Times, invited him not upon the 
Power they conceiv'd they had to reſiſt, or 
e , depoſe 
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depoſe King Janet; but that the Prince's 


coming over might be ſome Awe to him, 
to prevent the dreadful Perſecution they 
were apprehenſive. was then ready to break 
in upon them. That this was their chief 
Aim, appears from the Caſe of thoſe who 


are ſaid to have invited the Prince into Eng- 


land, who nevertheleſs refuſed to take the 


Oaths for him when he was ſettled upon the 


Throne. This is {aid to have been the parti- 
eular Caſe of the good Archbiſhop Sancroft. 


Now, would they have laid down their 


Preferments rather than take the Oath for 
King William had they conceiv'd it lawful 


to deſpoſe King James? Or would they 


have invited the Prince over npon the de- 
poſing Power, and after that refuſe to take 


the Oath for him? No certainly. And why 


then will the Diſſenters have it fo? In ſhort 
then one Reaſon is, they wou'd bring in 
the Church of England guilty of Rebelli- 
on againſt King James, that they may have 


ſomething to ſay to juſtifie the Murder of 


King Charles the Firſt. This is the Truth of 


it. 


Next, he comes and falls foul upon the 
Doctor for having abus'd Archbiſhop Grin 
dal. He was a Man of their Turn, and there- 
fore he is very angry with the Doctor, and 
ſpends a great deal in the Archbiſhop's juſti- 
: RR Co © 
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fication. But what is moſt Foul in the An- 
ſpwer is — his Saying, That the Doctor: 
Reflection upon the Archbiſhop was only to cover 
4 Neſlect ion upon Her Preſeut Maje y, (and 
now his Hand was in, it is a Wonder he 


. 


had not brought inthe King of France too,) 
and ſome other Prelate, (I ſuppofe he means 


the Archbiſhop of Canterbury ©) now with 


| what Tuſtice can he ſay that this was o cover: 
a Reſſection upon Her Majeſty ? Was it his 


comparing Her to Queen Elizabith ? Her 


Where elſe, particularly in p. 16, 17, 1 


Royal Majeſty Herſelf wilt think that no 


RNeſfection atall. And if there is any RefleQi- 
on upon the Archbiſhop of Canterbury it is 


the Anſwerer only has made it, by making 
a Compariſon between His Grace and 
Archbiſhop Grindal. In the ſame Breath, 


be ſays, the Doctor is not to be trufted with 


Matters of Fa. And why o? Becauſe the 

oQor affirms the ſame of the Archbiſhop, 
that I ſuppoſe the Learned Biſhop of S—m 
does in his Hiſtory of the Reformation. I won- 
der any Man ſhould have the Impudence to 
deny ſuch a plain Matter of Fact, ſo faith- 
fully recorded in the Hiſtory of thoſe Times. 
This Anſwerer takes the ſame Liberty my 


» 


- 


where he reflects upon Archbiſhop Laud 
for having diſturb'd the Aſhes of Grinaal, 
whom he bighly commends for a Man of 
232 ee a. > 
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Moderation. Now Archbiſhop Laud was a 
Zealous and Judicious Writer againſt Pope-- 
ry, and yet the Diſſenters could not, and 
cannot, endure him. The Reaſon of that is 
plain : For though he was an Enemy to Pope- 
ry, yet he was no Friend to Schiſmaticks. _ 
Our Anſwerer has now left us but Two 
or Three Paragraphs more that deſerve Re- 
marks: All the reſt of it is meer Raillery. 
ang SPI =: ; FLY os 
In the Firſt of theſe Paragraphs you find 
him in his Triumph over the Doctor, for 
having miſapplied a Text of Scripture. Here, 
lays he, I cannot but ſay, that many a Cood Chri- 
tian would have his byes lift up, and his 
Hair an End, to have heard an Hiſtorical Part 
of Scripture turnd into an Apparent Falſhood; 
Behold! The Man is become a Saint all in 
a Moment ; from a Liar and Slanderer to an 
Angel of a Sudden. This was the only 
Miltake he could pick out in the whole Ser- 
mon, which is the Reaſon he makes ſo 
much ado about ic, as if it was of an Unpar- 
donable Kind: Whereas, in Truth, it is a 
Miſtake of no great Conſequence: Nor can 
it do any Manner of Hurt. It was only 
a Defect of his Memory, which is ma- 
ny a Sincere Honeſt Writer's Caſe. But 
how often do his Party wreſt the Scrip- 
tures to more Deſtrudive F — 3 
e O 
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How wretchedly do they pervert the Word 
of God to ſerve the Vileſt Purpoſes, even to 
juſtifie Rebellion and King-killing ? 
But he taxes the Doctor, Page 13, with 
a more Heinous Crime, vis. Ot Inſincerity, 
—-— of dealing deceitfully with the Word of 
God: It is ſurprizing he had not tax d him 
with Blaſphemy or A poſtacy too. 
An Inſtance of the Doctor's Inſincerity 
he gives us, Page 14, where he ſays, the 
Word Oui, (for ſo he writes it,) which 
the Doctor explains, is a New-coin'd Word, 
and not to be found in the Old or New - Te- 
ſtament. Either the Anſwerer ought to go to 
School again, and learn his Greek Alphabet, or 


he muſt own himſelf equally guilty of Coin- 


ing: For I dare be confident with him, that 
ſuch a Termof Art is to be found neither 
in the Bible, nor in any Prophane Author. 
However, I had not been ſo ſevere upon 
him for ſuch a Miſtake, had he not been ſo 
Rude upon the Doctor for an Addition of 4 
Syllable; poſſibly it was only an Error of 
the Preſs. But for the Doctor's Word, 
uc) bla. —— If this Anſwerer un- 
derſtands Greek, (which is hard for a Man 
to do that cannot rightly ſpell it,) he may 
often find the Terms +:v4/4 and de 
even in the Bible; and then he need only 
conſider them jointly in the Abſtract, ard 
| Wy 3 2 I. 
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he {hall find no Cauſe of complaining, that 
this is an Addition to the Word of God. 

Really, Sir, I know not whether I am not 
more aſham'd, or (to uſe his own Terms) 
more ſick, or weary, of ſuch a trifling An- 
werer. He has nothing to do but to carp 
at ſingle Words and Syllables. I ſhall have 
done with him after that I have remark'd to 
you ---- how odious and contemptible 5 
Malicious Writer endeavours to render the 
Doctor to his Eccleſiaſtical, as well as Civil, 
Governours, on Purpoſe. that he and his 
Blood-thirſty Party may bring about their 
Villainous Deſigns againſt him. But 
tis hop'd our Good Miniſters will not be 

 wheedled by them: For, Sir, the Eyes 
of the whole Nation are now upon 
them, expecting the Iſſue of theſe Proceed - 
ings. „„ 3 
7 cann't ſee where the Doctor has re- 
flected in his Sermon on the Good Biſhops 
of Worceſter, and of Litchfeld and Coventry, 

from whom, this Splenatick Scribler ſays, 

the Doctor receiv'd his Education, and bis 

little Cure, as he terms it in Contempt. He 
tells us News: The Rector or Vicar owes 
| his Cure to the Biſhop. Yes; and ſo does the 
Biſhop his Biſhoprick to the Queen. Does he 
not know it is the Biſhop's Duty to fill all 
Vacant Cures? And to make Choice of the 
. 5 Fitteſt 
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Fitteſt Perſons to ſerve them? And how then 
does one Miniſter owe his Cure to the Bi- 
ſhop more than another? On the Contrary, 
in many Dioceſſes the Biſhops are oblig'd to 
| their Curates, and not their Curates to them. 

I ſuppoſe it will be allow'd, that it is the 

Biſhop's Duty to ſee that all the Churches in 

» his Dioceſs be duly ſerv'd: And is not he 
oblig*d to any Miniſter that ſerves ſo many 
of them for ſo ſmall a Pittance ? But I ler 
this paſs, — and only take Notice of One 
Invidious Reflection more, which this 
Saucy Anſwerer caſts upon the Doctor's 
Birth and Family. The Doctor is well 

| known to be originally deſcended from An- 
ceſtors of great Merit and Fortunes; and it 
is many a Noble Family's Caſe to be re- 
duc'd to a low Eſtate. He that abuſes any 
Man of Merit upon this Account, is of the 

Devil's Extraction, of a Baſe Reviling Spirit; 

and reproaches not the MA N, but his 
MAKER, who hath made him to aiffer 
from another, wht : 

And whereas this Author makes an Apo- 
logy for himſelf, and fays he had not done 
it, had it not been to ſhew the Doctor's In- 
gratitude to his Benefactors; let him conſider, 

he could not ſhew his Gratitude to his e- 
nefactors more effetually than by telling 
them of their Duty, —1 Stirring them up 

„ 005 
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to a Conſcientious Diſcharge of it, and not 
to ſuffer Sin to lie upon them. He that does 
this out of a Conſcientious Principle, with- 
out Faw ning, Sneaking, or having Mens | ex» 
Jon? in Amiration, becauſe of Advantage, is a 
Man, for his Rarity, 155 be lov'd and re- 
ſpected. 4 
A Or the: Doctor s Prayer for the 
Queen, (which this Author reflects up- 
on for the Shortneſs of it,) I dare be 
confident, there is more Sincerity in it, 
(becauſe it proceeds from a Heart, whoſe 
Principles are truly Loyal,) than in all 
the whining, felfitb, and ſtrain'd, Addreſſes 
of his Fanarical Crew, One would wonder, 
that the Anſwerer ſhould make fo malicious 
a Suggeſtion, when he could not but know 
that the Doctor, in the very Firſt Page of 
his Ser mon, gives Her Sacred Majeſty this 
very Hearty, Loyal, and Juſt Character. 
This good and Pious Relick of the Royal 
Famil), fits nom happily upon the Throne 


of Her Oreat Anceſtors ; happily in reſpect, 3 
1 hope, of the honeſt Doctor in parti- 


cular, in that ſhe will not deliver him up 
iato the Hands i of hi; Enemies. O moſt 


Sacred Queen, receive him into your Royal 8 
Protedio ! 3 


Sir, Tam affvid I have reſpaſs'd upon 
5 OUr Pat! lence already; - but ] crave leave 


only 
47 
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only to make a Remark or Two upon 
the other Pamphlet, Entituled, Doctor. Sa- 
cheverell's Recantation 

There is. nothing new in that tedious Pam- 
phlet but the Preface, which the Publiſher 
ſays, is the Work of a very Learned and Ju- 
dicious Writer. But his Prefacer (whoever he 
is) is of the ſame Stamp with the Author of 
the True Anſwer: For, in the very Firſt 
Paragraph of bis preface, he endeavours to 
impoſe a moſt notorious Untruth upon the 
World: Which is this, ---- He tells us, his 
Book had now paſt the Seventh Impreſſion, 
and had not yet receiv'd any Anſwer: Which 
is falſe in Fact; for there have been ſeveral 
132 publiſh'd ſince the irſt Edition of 
that, hee ſerve for an Anſwer to THAT, and 
to all other Pamphlets of its kind. This 
Pamphlet indeed ſeems to have been itſelf 
deſign'd for an Anſwer to the Church of 
England, for the Unreaſonableneſs of their 
Separation from it; but becauſe it was not 
thought worth any Man's Pains to give 
it a Formal Reply, the Prefacer to this laſt 
| Impreſſion of it, has the Vanity to think, 
and the Conlidence to boaſt, that it is un- 
anſwerable. 

If the Publiſher had read the London Ca- 
ſes, or Doctor Hearn s Book, or ſome others 
on the ſame Subject, he might have found 

B 4 + his 
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his Book anſwer'd long before; and ſince he 
now (upon the Ace of Doctor Secheve- 
rel!'s Troubles) trumps upon us on An- 


tiquated Grub. ſtreet Republican Author, 
I ſhall meet this their Goliath with a Se- 
cond of an Old Honeſt Loyaliſt in the Reign 
of King Charles the 0 any 


And, Sir, If you pleaſe, we will leave i it 
to cheſe Tu i 


Battle for us. « 
Whereas then the Author of the Preface, 


days, that the Diſſenters, to the Number of 


$000 were perſecuted in King Charles Il's 


Time, purely upon the Score of Religion; 
my Author proves the contrary; namely, that 


the Diſſenters in King Charles's Time were 


” not perſecuted as Saints, but 'puniſh'd as 


| Rebels, and Malefactors. And this he does 
by ſtating the True Notion of Perſecution af 
ter the following Method. 

To be pefſecuted for Ri ghteouſneſz 
Sake, is after either of theſe Three Ways. 
C1.) For perſeyering patiently and ſteadfaſt- 
y in the Profeſſion of the ChriftianFaith. Or, 
(2. For the Performance of that Duty which 
we owe to God the Father, and our ord je- 
ſus Chriſt, and to our Chriſtian Brethren, for 
their Sakes Or, (3.) When we are per- 


ſecuted (as we are by the Church of 


Rome) becauſe | We don t own that as an Ar- 


ticle 


wo Champions to decide the 
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ticle of Faith, or any Part of Chriſtian Wor- 
Thip which God hath not declar'd to be fo: 
For, ſeeing this cannot be done without ma- 

king Profeſſion of a Lie, or ſaying, we 

-believe what we can ſee no Reaſon to be- 
| lieve: To ſuffer for this Cauſe, is evidently to 
| ſiuffer becauſe we will not play the Hypo- 


crites, or give the Lie to our ownConfciencesz = 
| -and therefore, in St. Peter's Language, is to 
| ſuffer for Conſcience towards God, and ſo 
mm to ſuffer wrongfully, and for Righteouſneſs 
% Sake. Now, from hence we may learn the 
True, Clear, and Diſtint Definition of 
''Perſecution. 3 4 
„ Perſecution then is an Inflicting of Out- 
Ward Temporal Evils for the Exerciſe of 
True Religion. Theſe Outward Temporal 
Evils are Threefold. (1.) Upon the Body, 
as Baniſhment, Impriſonment, Tortures, 
and Death. Or, (2.) Upon the Eſtate, as 
Pecuniary Myulas, and Confiſcation of 
| Goods. Or, (3.) Upon One's Reputation 
| and Good Name, as Slanderings, Revilings, 
and Reproachful Speeches; in which Senſe 
| the Church of England is daily perſecuted 
| by the Diſſenters. | „ 
| The Exerciſe of True Religion is the 
|. Ratio Formalis, ij. e. the Conſtitutive Dif- 
— ference whereby Perſecution is diſtinguiſh'd 
 fromall other Violences whatſoever. For 
abs 11 * et 
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let the greateſt Reproaches and Tndignities 
uſher in the moſt exquiſite: Tortures, and 
let them be concluded by a Death as Cruel as 
the utmoſt Malice on Earth, ox Fury in Hell, 
can contrive ; yet unleſs, theſe Tortures be 
; inflicted for the Sake and Cauſe of Religion, 
. we may call them indeed mercileſs, - inhu- 
man, unnatural Cruelties, (or any ſuch like 
Name, ) but not Perſecution. -There can be 
no Perſecution, but for Religion, - mean 
the True Religion: nd therefore the Dif 
ſenters Clamour of their being perſecuted in 
King Charles ii's Time, or ſince, by endea - 
vouring to ſuppreſs them, is nothing to 
the Purpoſe, and is only a Cant, deſign- 
ed to render the Church more odious to their 
Party, by repreſenting us, as Barbarous and 
Cruel. To explain this more fully. 
By Religion, Imean the Worſhipof God ; 
and by the True Religion, the worſhipping 
him, according to his Will; the which Wil! 
it hath pleaſed him to deliver to us in Wri- 
ting, by the Miniſtry of the Prophets, and 
 Apoltles, in thoſe Books (which by Way of 
Eminency) we call Scriptures; ſo that 
whatever Worſhip is not according to thoſe. 
. Holy Oracles, is not True, and acceptable, 
but falſe and vain; it being an undoubted 
Truth, that God hath as much Right to ap- 
point the Way of his own Worſhip, as ” 
NE a e 
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be worſhipped. There are moreover Two. 
Parts of Religion. Credenda & — Agen- 
aa, i. e. ruths to be believ'd, and Duties to 
be performed; and in both theſe, the Scrip- 
ture is to be our Rule and Direction. 
le therefore that is puniſhed, either for 
believing thoſe Truths, or doing thoſe Du- 
ties, the Belief and Performance of which 
the Holy Scripture requireth of him; or he 
that is puniſhed for not believing thoſe 
Things as Truths, which are but Falſities 
and Lies; or for not doing thoſe Things as 
Duties, which are Sinful and Unlawful ; he 
I fay, whois puniſhed upon theſe Accounts 
is properly and truly perſecuted.» 
The Caſe then about Perſecution, as it 
doth reſpect the Diſſenters, is briefly this. 
If thoſe Inſtances, for which they were pu⸗ 
niſhed, be no way required of them in Holy 
_ Scripture, either for ele or Practice: And 
if it ſhall appear; upon Enquiry, that the 
Church of England requires nothing of them 
that is in Faith erroneous, or in Practice 
impious: If ſhe enjoins them neither to be- 
lieve Lies, nor to commit any Sin; if not ſo, 
nor ſo, let the World then judge where the 
Fault lay, and who they are that without Re- 
pentance, which 'tis fear'd is now little 
thought of,) are accountable for all thoſe Se- 
pbarations and Diviſions in the Church, . 15 
BB Z thole 
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thoſe Diſtractions, Wars, Murders, Rapines, 
(the Natural Conſequents of the former,) in 
the State, which the: Poor Miſerable divi- 
ded Kingdoms have ſo ſadly experieno d. 

O! But ſay the Clamorous Diſſenters, 


Preaching and Praying, are neceſſary Du- 


ties; but they were puniſhed for them, and 
therefore puniſhed for neceſſary Duties, and 
conſequently Perſecuted. But we deny they 
Were puniſhed for Preaching and Praying, 
Quoad Subſtantiam, as neceſſary Duties; 
but they were puniſhed for not obſerving 
thoſe Circumſtances about Preaching and 
Praying, which Authority requireth of 


them ; or they were puniſhed for not per- 


forming thoſe Duties in ſuch a Decent Man- 


ner as their Governours require: Or more 
plainly yer, they were oath 

which their Governours have eſtabliſhed 
for the better ordering of theſe Duties. 
Nou, ſince it is neceſſary that there be 
ſome Circumſtances made uſe of in the Exer- 


ciſe of theſe Duties, [Preaching and Praying; 
and ſince the Scripture hath determined 


nothing, either by requiring ſome as neceſ- 


_ fary, or forbiding others as unlawful; and 
ſince to leave them undetermined (for Pri- 
vate Perſons to do what ſeems Good in their 


own Eyes) is apparently deſtruQive both to 
e my 


ed for not ob- 
ſerving and ſubmitting to thoſe Conſtitutions | 
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Church and State ; what can more naturally 
tollow than this? viz. That theſe Circum- 
ſtances muſt be determined by the Supream 
Magiſtrate, who by the Advice of his 
Eccleſiaſtical Countel, (his Convocation) 
may appoint the Performance of theſe and 
other Religious Duties in ſuch a manner 
as is moſt agreeable to that Apoſtolical Ca- 
non, Let all Things be done in Decericy and 
Order. © 8 TE 
The Examples of the Kings of Jſrael and 
Judah may ſufficiently encourage all Reli- 
gious Magiſtrates, to reform and ſettle 
Religion in one Uniform Way, and 
take Care that all under their Government 
fhould ſerve the Lord with one Voice; 
this being not a Tyranny over Men, but a 
Priviledge of the Goſpel. 
And ſince the publ ick Allowance of Different O. 
pinions and Practices about Circumſtantials in Re- 
ligion, (particularly about Preaching and Praying,) 
doth naturally improve into Contentious Diſputes, 
and theſe Diſputes, (if not reſtrain'd) break out in 
Civil Wars, (for Men will at laſt take up Swords and 
Spears inſtead of Pens, and defend by Arms what 
they cannot do by Argument,) ſince Things, I ſay, 
are thus, tis ar leaſt Prudence, (if not Duty) in the 
Supream Power to remove the Occaſion of this Ru- 


in, by enjoining the Publick Practice of theſe Du: = 8 


dies in one Uniform Way. that all his Subj.As may 
ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that there be no Di- 
viſions amongſt them. If therefore, upon Enqui- 

ry, it doth appear that the Magiſtrate hath Power 


fro 
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to make Conſtitutions for the better ordering 
theſe Circumſtances, about which Scripture hath 
determined nothing, whether we muſt ufe, or 
not uſe, them; and if Offenders againſt theſe 
Conſtitutions are juſtly puniſhable, it undenia- 
bly follows that in puniſhing ſuch Violaters of 
his Laws, the Magiſtrate doth not Perſecute, bur 
execute Juſtice ; and that thoſe who are thus ju- 
{tified by our late Pamphleteer were not Perſecu- 
red as Saints, but puniſhed as Rebels and Male- 
factors; which was the very Caſe of the Non- 
conformiſts in King Charles the Second's Time. 
And now, Sir, I leave it to the whole World 
to judge whether my Author, (by Stating thus 
the true Notion of Perſecution, and the Caſe be- 
| tween the Church and Diſſenters,) has not ſuſfi- 
ciemly vindicated the Former from that Malici- 
ous. Imputation of perfecuting the Latter. - _ 
There remains only a Word or Two more to 
be ſaid in Reference to Doctor Sacheverell's Caſe. 
T be Generality of Gentle and Simple can t ſee any 
Crime in his Sermon, for which he may be 
puniſh'd. And it is hop'd that thoſe great 
Men, who are (only ſuppos'd to be) therein re- 
flected upon, will conſider that the Doctor was 
call'd before the greateſt Magiſttacy in Exgland; 
that he Preach'd to thoſe with whom in a great 
M-alure our Religion and Civil Liberties are en- 
traſted ; and that upon all ſuch Publick Occaſi- 

ons the Magiſtrates Duty is moſt proper to be inr 
ſifted upon. VVV © 
| If our of a Conſcientious Principle of diſcharg- 
ing his Duty to God, his Queen and Country, he 
took upon him to admonith or cortect ſome Mi- 
niſters, this, cis hop'd will not be made uſe 
dy 
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by them, as an Advantage againſt him, ſeeing he 
is their Brother, and ct the ſame Hope and Calling. 
If he had neglected doing this (when be thought 
it was his Duty) to pleaſe. ſorhe Mutinous, Reſt- 
leſs, and Self. intereſted Party of Men, he had 
{ſinned againlt his Conſcience, and (at leaſt in his 
own Judgment) at once become a Rebel to God 
and the Government, and accordingly had de- 
ſerved to be dealt with as a Traytor to Both. 
*Tis true, the Doctor is highly blam'd for 
meddling with State Affairs in his Pulpit: But 
why then are his Adverfaries, who anſwer him 
in the fame Way, encourag'd and countenan- 
ced? The Doctor had greater Reaſon to med- 
dle with Politicks than any Common Country 
Paftor can pretend to; for he preach'd before an 
Honourable Magiſtracy, a Learned Auditory, and 
JudiciousEnquirers into theſeThings : But aCoun- 
try Paſtor has nothing of this to plead for himſelf, 
and yet we have ſome ſuch Chapmen, who, to 
blow up the Coal, or to pleaſe a ParticularPerſon 
or Party of Men, in order to skrew themſelves 
into better Benefices, will rail vehememly to 
their lgnroant Auditories againſt a Man of own 
theirProfeſſion; and be fo far from being aſham'd 
of it as to publiſh and juſtifie it ro the World. 
Now methinks ſuch a Temporizer does more 
Harm upon a Thankſeiving=day than he can re- 
pair in the Labcur of his whole Miniſtry ; be- 
cauſe he makes bis People jealous of the Miniſtry, 
wavering, and unſtable, in their Principles, and 
confirms rhe Separatilts in their Errors. 
Now Dr. Arterbury, look to your ſelf; — 
theſe Men think they have a Brave Time of ir. 
Puffed vp with Succeſs and Self-conceit, Hay 


and 
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andch : will haveat you Biſhops,Deans, 
and all, right or wrong. Bur not too faſt, I pray : 

ny. a one has had a Fall by making too 
much haſte. Preferments don't always come by 

Merit. Scribble on; but you will no more be 

taken Notice of in this Reign 

If I were W thy to adviſe you, take a little 

\ Reſpite : And turn and bend Thoughts 
to diſcharge the Duty of your Calling, 
ro exerciſe your ſelves in the great Duty 

of Prayer, Self-denial, Humility, Meek. 

neſs, and Submiſſion to the Higher Pow- 
ers. Be not Wife in your own Conceit, nor 
think of your ſelves above what ye ought to think; 
but think to Sobriety, and this is the wileſt and 
ſureſt Step to Preterment. "ROLL 
As for the Doctor, it were more becoming you 
to pity and bewail his Misfortune, rather than 

Incenſe the Diſſenters againſt him. 5 
Sir, We have now only to pray you, as being 

our Repreſentative, to act (with Reſpe& to the 

Doctor,) with that Clemency and Moderation fo 

much contended for in behalf of his Ad verſaries. 

We are ready to Sacrifice our Lives and Eſtates 

in Defence of her Sacred Majeſty's Perſon; 

Crown, and Dignity, and of the Church. of Eng- 

land, againſt Popery and Fanaticiſm : And whilſt 

we heartily thank God, and rhe Beſt of Queen's, 

for the Bleſſings we enjoy under Her Gcvernment 

we ceaſe not earneſtly ro implore the King of 
Kings, to grant the Queen a long Life, the Bleſ- 
fings of an Honourable and Laſting Peace, that 

Ohe may ever be, (as She is,) the Breath of our 
Noftrils, and the 1 World. 


BYL 


. 7 
> = 


we. 
30 


3 
2 


s 


f 


— LS ee AS 


7 


— : 


